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H @uon payeuel, Eengpvwvtag kAOs avBpwni-
vo dnpioUpynpua. ‘ETol npokUNTEl Jia GUAAOYN
EEXWPIOTWV OUPAVIWV TOEWY, MOU EXOUV
OnpioupynBEei ndvw o€ NETpWPATa, Bouva Kal
AO@oug. Anaimi@nkav xIANIAdeg xpdvia yia va
dnpioupynBouyv. MoAU npiv EUPAVIOTEI O
AavBpwnog, n pUCN CUIAEUE PE unopovn Ta
«yAunTtd» TNG, yPAPOVTAG TNV I0TOPIa TNG UE
NETPA. ZTOUG AIWVEG NOU aKoAoubnoav
kAnoia YEWAOYIKA Uag PVNUEIa EvENVEUCQV
MEXPI Kal TN puBoAayia. ANG e&icou povadi-
k& payvnTi¢ouv ENICTAUOVEG and OAO TOV
kOop0, KaBWG BewpolvTal NaykOoUIouU
EPEUVNTIKOU EVOIAPEPOVTOG.

O ®opéag Ailaxeipiong XeApou BoupaikoU
anod Tig 13 ZenteuPBpiou 2009 €ival yENOG TOU
Eupwnaikou Aiktuou lewndpkwyv (EGN
European Geoparks Network) kai Tou
AikTU0U TwV Maykéopiwy MEwndpkwv TNg
UNESCO (GGN Global Geoparks Network).
Baoikd oToixeia evoIapEPOVTOG anoTeAoUV n
ONPAVTIKNA YEWMOIKIAGTNTA, TA EVTUNWOIAKA
Tomia, 0 HEYAAOG OIKOAOYIKOG NAOUTOG
xAwpidag, a&idAoyng navidag -e MOANG
€VONIKA Kal TonikA €idn- kKai n yovadikn
IOTOPIKNA Kal JuBoAoyikn Tou napddoon. H
olkoAoyIkn a&ia Tng nepioxng 6oov apopd
oTov nAouUTo TNG XAwpidag eival TEpAoTIa, PE
UWNAG NOCOOTO EVONMICKOU Kal €va agldAoyo
apIBuo TonIKWY EVONUIKWY TA&wv. AEIGAoyn
€ival kal n navida TNG NEPIOXNG, NOU GUUNEPI-
AapBAvel onpavtikd apiBuod eviopwy, aupiBi-
WV, EPNETWY, MOUNIWV Kal OnAacTIKwy. Ta €idn
auTd, anoteAolV UEPOG TNG MAYKOOMIAG
BioAoyIkng KAnpovouidg Kal To YEyovog autd
OIKAIOAQYEI TO XAPAKTNPIOUO TNG NEPIOXNG WG
«OeEAPEVN BIONOIKIAOTNTAG» KAl TNV EVTAEN
Tng o10 Eupwnaikd Aiktuo NATURA 2000.
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Nature enchants, surpassing every creation
made by man. Hence, there is a collection of
rainbows, created on rocks, mountains and
hills. It took thousands of years for them to
be created. Long before man appeared, the
nature sculpted patiently its “sculptures”,
writing its own history with stone. In the
centuries that followed some of our geologi-
cal monuments inspired mythology, but also
equally attracted scientists from around the
world, as these “natural creation” are
considered to be of global research interest.

The Management Body of Chelmos
Vouraikos since September 13th, 2009 is a
member of the European Geoparks Network
(EGN) and the Global Geoparks Network
(GGN) under the auspices of UNESCO. The
major elements of interest are the important
geodiversity, the impressive landscapes, the
important flora and fauna species and also
the remarkable and unique historical and
mythological tradition. The ecological value
of the region regarding the flora species is
immense, with high level of endemism and a
considerable number of local endemic taxa.
Remarkable is also the fauna of the area,
including a significant number of insects,
amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals.
These species are part of the global biologi-
cal heritage and this justifies the character-

ization of the area as a “reservoir of biodiver-
sity” and its entry into the European Network

Natura 2000.
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A journey to
the ancient
myths of
Chelmos
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owTo: Mavopauikh B€a Tou Papayyiou Tou BoupdikoU | photo: Panoramic view of Vouraikos Gorge
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Aiya Adyia yia 1o pubo... I

«O uUbog &ival éva KATOTTTPO OTIACLEVO TNG

A aAnBesiag, 6mwg 10 Oupavio 16é0 €ivai n

f avravakAaon rou Pwrog rou HAlou, Tou ormoiou
01.aKTIVES 01aBAWVTal EVIOS TwV VEQUWY. ATTO TOV
OTTaouEVO OUwS KaBPETTTN Lag gival duvarov va
OUYKEVTPWOOUUE Ta Bpavouara, Kai va h
avacuvBEgoULIE TNV apXIKN EIKOVA...».
MAouTapxog

«O1 poBor éExouv éva (wriko vonua. H puboio- |
yia piag QuAng eivai n.dwvravn 1Ng 6pnokeia.::

H Bpnokeia gival évag dwviavos KpIKog E TIS i
WUXIKEG OIadIKATIEG TTOU AIToUupyoUv.aveéapTn- '
| Ta Kal TTEPA aTo T.OUVEdNon, uéoa ora [
OKOTEIVG a6 TS WUuxncy. |
- Carl Jung :
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Ol puBol eivar T6co naAioi, 6oo Kai n 1oTopia
TOoU avBpwnou.-Eival yia wvravn didackalia
yla TNV avBpwRoTNTA and Thy. auyn Tng
UNapgNng TnG Kai EPNEPIEXEIOAN TN BIWUEVN
NG euneipia. Eival n npo@opikn peradoon
TNG GUANOYIKAG UVARNG, TNG EPNEIRIAG KAl TNG
YVWong o€ pia enoxn Aou akéua ol
avOpWRIVEG KOIVOTNTEG OEV. EXOUV. avanTUEE!
TNV QIAOCO®Ia Kal TIG EMOTANEG. O
MuBoMoyikoi NpweG Tou NAPENBSVTOG
O1aTNPOUV TNV:ATOMIKOTNTA TOUG, AAAG
TAUTOXpova yivovTal Tdnol Tou avepwnivou
NENPWMEVOU KA MAPAdEIYUATA TWV OXEGEWV
TOU avBpwnou e Toug Beole. O kabevag
Jnopei va BPel @' autoug KATI NOU va ToV
ayyicel-evw Niow Kalnépa and autoug
BpiokeTar To KAOBOAIKO Kal NAYKOOUIO CTOIXEIO
NG avOpwHIvng Unapéng.

H puBoloyia, pe TnviEvvola Tou cUVOAOU TV
HUBIKWOV NAPAdOoEWY EVOG AdoU, Nou
AVaPEPQVTAl oToUG BeoUg, OTOUG NPWEG Kal
oTn dPdon TOUG, KATEXEI NAVTA pia 191QiTEPN
B£on otnv NONITICUIKA KARPOVOUIG TOU
avBpwnivou yévoug aveEAPTATWG
KOUATOUPAG Kal npoéAeuong. MAAioTa, o
nAoUTOG TNG UUBOAOYIag avTIkaTonTpIgel Tov
nAouTo evog Aaou.

‘OMo! o1-Acoi €xouv Toug diIkoUg Toug Puboug,

JUOVo nou ol apxaiol ENAnVIKoi puBol gival

nAaopévol apioToupynuatikd. lowg yrI’ autd
TNV yuBoAoyia pag Tnv KaTatdooouy oTnV
puBioTopia.

A few words about the
myth...

“The myth is a broken mirror of the truth, such
as the rainbow is the reflection of sunlight,
whose rays are refracted within the clouds.
However, it is possible to gather the fragments
of our broken mirror and reconstruct the
original image...”

Plutarch

“Myths have a vital meaning. The mythology of
arace is its living religion... Religion is*a living
link with the mental processes that operate
independently and beyond consciousness,
through the dark depths of the soul.”

Carl Jung

owTo: Boupaikdg notaudg | photo: Vouraikos river
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Myths are as old as the history of man. It is a
living teaching for the mankind since the
dawn of its existence, and includes all its
lived experience through time.

It has been the oral transmission of collective
memory, experience and knowledge at a
time when the- human communities had not
yet developed the philosophy and sciences.
The Mythological heroes of the past maintain
their individuality, but at.the same time they
become types of human destiny and
examples of human relationships with the
Gods. Anyone can-see in them something
that can'relate to, while behind and beyond
them lays the'universal and global element of
human existence.

Mythology; in the sense of all the mythical
traditions of a nation; referring to gods,
heroes and their actions, always holds a
special place in the cultural heritage of
humanity regardless of culture and origin.
Indeed, the “wealth” of mythology reflects
the wealth of a nation.

All nations have their own myths; however
the ancient Greek myths are uniquely crafted
in-a-marvelous way. Perhaps this is why
Greek mythology is considered half myth and
half history.




To vepd OTOUG apxaiouc
XPOVOUG

lNa To Adyo autd Tiyoucav Ta VEPA WG
BedTNTEG, TIC ONOIEG NAPAAANAQ, ¢nTouoaV va
gEeupevioouv. AmoTunwveral otn puboAoyia,
oTNn GIA0COYia, oTn BpnokKeia, oTa Nen Kai
€01ua Twv Aawv. AAOTE EEUMVEITAl WG
BedTnTa KAl AANOTE BEWPEITAI NNYN CWNG Kal
EVEPYEIQG, MOU XapICel dUvaun Kal KaAn
uyeia. ANEG POPEG TO VEPO NPOooTATEUETAI
and B€dTnTeG. A Tn chuacia Tou vepou
piAnoav Kai o1 apxaiol EAANVEG QINOGO®OI.
Eniong O Aeovdpvro via Biviol HEAETNOE TO
VEPO TOOO WG ENICTAPOVAG 600 Kal WG
KaANITEXVNG. To Bewpouoe «Oxnua TNG
®UoNG» NAPOPOIAZoVTAG TO POAO TOU UE
autév Nou naidel To qipa yia To owua pag.
‘Ouwg 6noieg kai av gival ol MONITICMIKES TOUG
OOWEG, TO VEPO AMNOTEAET ACTEIPEUTN ANYN
duvaung Kai {wng: kabapicel, Bepanelel,
avavewvel kal dlacPalicel Tnv aBavacia. H
abavacia kal n aiwvia {wn ATav 10 JeyAaAo
OVEIPO TOu avOpwnou and Toug apxaioug
xpovoug. H'AaxTdpa Tou auTh Tov €Kave va
WAXVEFAANG Kal va CUVEXICEl HEXPI ONUEPA
va epeuVd yia 1o eNiEipio TnG aBavaoiag. Na
ToUug apxaioug ‘EAANVEG TO Mo ovopacTo
eNEiplo nTav-Ta vepd TnG ZTuyoG.

Mu0o1 kal ©pUAol yia Ta

“Yoara Zruyog... O poBepdg

notapog Tou Adn

Ta "Yoata ZTuyég eival or-nnyEG Tou noTapou
Kpdbn ce uwoperpo 2.100 p. oto XeApo. Ol
NEPICCOTEPOI EXOUUE AKOUCEI YIa Ta JUBIKA

“Ydarta Tng 2Tuyog, Ta VEPA ToU poREPOU

noTapou nou SIEPPEE OTOV KATW kéapo..H
>10ya ATav pia-pofepn Be4TNTA, N
MEYaAUTEPN KOPNTou QKeavoU Kal TNG
ThBuOg, nou £ueve oTa TAPTAPA, OTNV
naywvid, AROoUOVWHEVN And TOUG AAAOUG
Be0Ug nou dgv Tn cupnaBouocav. lNa Ta
«Y0aT1a TNG ZTUYOG» OTO XEAUO, KAvel Adyo
Kal 0 Ounpog othv «INidda». O Heiodog Tnv
NEPIYPAPEI WG “NPWTOTOKN KOPN TOU
QKeavou PE TN YOPYA-PUPOVEPIE, Th MICATN
ano Toug aBdvaTtoug, Thy TPOPEPA Th 2ZTUya”.
>uppeteixe otnv Titavopaxia naipvoviag 1o
uEpog Tou Aia. Eneidn BorBnoe To Aia otnv
TiTavopaxia Tnv KAAeoe pe Ta NAIdIATAG. TO
Znrho, Tn Nikn, To Kpdtog kai 1n Bia otov
‘ONupno. Ekei katoikoUoE pakpid ano Toug
Be0Ug o€ avakTopa Nou 1a.1piyupicav
naviuynAol BPAxol.

O natépag Twv BEWV yia va TAV-TIHAGEI, 6PICE
va divovTtal oTa dIkA TNG VEPQA Ol Mo poRepofl
6pKoI TwV BEWV Kal Twv.avopwnwv. Kabe
(opd Nou KanoiolBeoi'katnyopouvTayv yia
WeuTIq, 0 Aiag €éotelve Tnv ‘Ip1da, Th PTEPWTN
ayyENIO®OPO TOU, Va PEPEI VEPO ARG TN
pUeTNPEIWON auTh NNyA o€ £va GTApVI, ano
OnAN TOU peyaAuTeEpoU aAdyou: MNMavw-ans 1o
VEPO Ol KaTNYOPOUHEVOI TPEPOVTAG
opki¢ovrav. O1 eniopkol Beoi TIpwpoUvTay PE
NOoAU Bapl€g Noiveg. [a Eva xpovo Eugvav
A@®WVOI! Kal papalwWHEVOI, XWPIG apBpocia kal
VEKTAP. EmINA€oy, yia d\\a evvea xpovia
anopovwvovTav and Toug dAAoug Boug Kal
£XAVav Ta NPOVOUId TOuG, EKTOG and Tnv
aBavacia Toug. . 'Evag TpouEPOG OPKOG MOU
@OBIGE B=oUG kal BvnToUG AANG Kal Mou
OEIXVEI 0€ pag NGo0 KaKo Bewpouacav ol
apxaiol pag nPoyovol To WEUA.

.

The water in ancient times

We find the importance of the vital role of
water in the myths of many nations. Travel-
ling through time and going back to the
prehistoric era, we can see that the ancestral
people weresaware of both its vital impor-
tance and its incredible power. Eor this
reason water was worshiped'as deity, which
they wanted to stanch. This is reflected in
mythology, philesophy, religion, morals-and
customs of many different nations. Some-
times water is praised as a deity, and
sometimes it is.considered a source of life
and energy-that gives strength and good
health. Alternatively, the water element is
protected by deities. Ancient Greek philoso-
phers have spoken for the importance of
water.'Leonardo da Vinci studied water both
as a scientist and as an artist. He considered
that water was “the vehicle of nature" and he
would compare the role of water with that of
blood for our body. Despite the different
cultural setups, water.is an endless source of
strength and'life: it cleans, heals, refreshes
and ensures immortality. The immortality and
eternal life were the great dreams of man
since ancient times. This desire made him
looking -and still continues- for the elixir of
eternal life. For the ancient Greeks the most
famous elixirwas the waters of Styx water-
fall.

Myths and legends about
Styx waters. The fearful
river of Hades...

Styx waters the most important spring of
Krathis river, at an altitude of 2,100 m. in
mount Chelmos. Most of us have heard of
the mythical Styx waters, the waters of a
mythical river that was flowing down to the
underworld. Styxwaters are mentioned by
Homer in “lliad”. The Styx was a dreadful
divinity, the eldest daughter of Oceanus and
Tethys, who lived in the cold Tartarus,
isolated and despised from all the other
Gods. Hesiodos refers to Styx as the “eldest
daughter of the Ocean with the rapid flood-
tide, hated by the immortals, the terrible the
Styx”. She participated in the War of the
Titans taking the part of Zeus. Because she
helped Zeus during the War he invited her
with her four children Zealous, Victory,
State and Violence in Olympus Mountain.
There she lived away from the Gods in
palaces that were surrounded by high rocks.

Zeus, the father of gods, in order to honor
her, decided that at Styx waters were to be
given the most sacred and fearful oaths of
man.and Gods. When a God was accused of
lying, Zeus sent Irida, his winged messenger,
to bring water from Styx waterfall in a jug
made of a horse’s hoof. The accused of lying
was swearing to tell the truth.shivering over
the mythical water. The perjurer gods were
punished with severe sentences; for a year
they were deprived of their voice and they
would not be allowed to have nectar.and
ambrosia. For another nine years they were
sequestered fromrthe other Gods-and lose all
their privileges, apartfrom their immortality.
A terrible oath which frightened Gods and
mortals and shows how evil lying was
considered by our-ancestors.
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DPIKTEG TIMWPIEG EMIONG NEPIPEVAV KAl TOUG
OvnToUg nou Oa napdpaivav Tov OPKO TOUG
oTa vepd Tng ZTUuyoG. O ‘Opnpog Napouciddel
Tnv ‘Hpa va Aéel “pudptupdcg pyou n yn Ki 0
nAaTUG oupavog Nou anAWveTal ndvw anod Ta
KEPAANIO 0AG KAl N ZTUya Nou Ta VEPA TNG
KUAoUv and YnAd péca otn yn”. ‘EAeyav nwg
kavéva wvtavo ov Oev ENPOKEITO va NOEl
€dv €nmive and 1o vepod autd. H dlvapun Kai n
Oepuokpacia Tou vepou ATav TETOIA MOU
Aéyave 671, To yuaAi, ol KpUoTaAAol, Ta AAAIVa
ayyeia éonacav poAig Bubicovrav ¢' auto,
aA\oI®VovTav Ta JETAANA AKOMN Kal O
dpyupog Kal 0 XPUGOG, KAl TO KEXPIUMNAPI,
MOVoV o1 ONAEG TwV AAOYWV NoU JEV EiXaV
nérala dvrexay, yi' auto ol B€oi 1o Emvav
MECQ o€ KUNEAAA PTIaYUEVA and onAn
aAdyou. Ta Udata TNG ZTUYOG CUVIEONKAY UE
Oe0NOYIKEG KAl PINOCOPIKEG IDEEG, ONWG
auTteg ano ta EAeucivia MuoThpla Kai Tig
OpoIkéEg do&aoieg yia Tn YeTEVodpKwon . Ta
VvEPA TNG ZTUYOG, avaBAudav. ano Tnv IEpn
nnyn Tng. To éva dékarto anod autd Ta vepad
ATAV MPOOPICUEVO YIa TOV OPKO TwV BEDV
«Ta dAAa evvid QIOWVOUV OAGYUPA OTN YN Kal
UoTtepa, XxUvovTal oth BdAacca
OXNUATICOVTAG POUPNXTPEG, KAl TO VEPS Nou
NEPTEI anod 10 Bpdxo €ival yia Tipwpia Twv
Bewv».

O1 pubol, o1:BpUA0I ANAG Kal N IoTOpIa
EVTUNWOIAZOUV TOV ENICKENTN KAl MPOKAAQUY
TOUG I0TOPIKOUG €PEUVNTEG. MUpw and 1o
EVIUNWOIAKO TONio TnG XTUYaq Xl oTNOEI pia
1816p0op®N puboAoyia. Or apxaiol nicteuav OTI
OTO ONEIO MOU NEPTOUV Ta VEPA TNG ZTUYAG
NTav ol NUAEG Tou Adn JIGTI OTO CNEIO AUTO
undpxel Avolyua nou odnyei oe onnAid. O
Mauocaviag xapakTipioe Ta vepd TN ZTUYaAG
Bavatnedpa yia Toug avBpwnoug Kai Ta {wa.
H povadikn BgdtnTa nou pnopouce va
npooceyyioel dpofa tn ZTUya Kail va
METAQEPEI unvUpaTa Tou Aia ntav n-lpida, n
PTEPWTN AyYENIOPOPOG ToU. TO XPWHA TwV
VEPWV TNG PoIACel va eival yaupo, Kabwg
auTtd yAeipouv To BPdxo npIv NEcouV.and
WnAd.

lNa 1o xpwpa autd Aéyetal 611 KANoTe N B€d
Anpntpa, yia va Eepuyel ano Tov Moceidwva
nou TNV KuvnyoUoE, UETAUOPPWONKE o€
@opdda. Otav duwg KABPEPTIOTNKE GTA
VEPA TNG ZTUYOG, ano Tnv onoia nEpvoUoE,
Kal €i0€ NGCO ACXNKN NTAV, TA KATAPACTNKE
va paupicouv.

> € QUTAV OPKIOTNKE 0 'HAIOG va IKaVOMoIAGEI
KAO€ aitnpa Tou yiou Tou PaébovTa, Pe
ANOTEAECHA VA YNV PUNOPEI va Tou apvnBei To
dpua Tou, To 0MNoio 0 ANEIPOg VEOG 0dNYNCE
adé€la npokaAwvTag To 6AvaTo Tou.

210 vEPA TG XTUYOG €Aouce n Nnpnida
O£Tda 10 yIo TNG AXIANEQ YIA VA NOPAMEIVEI
abdvarog, aprvovTdg Tov e Eva TpwTo
onpeio, Tnv @Tépva an' érnou Tov kKpdtaye. H
Wuxn ydxvovrag va Bpel To Taipl TnG, TOV

‘EpwTa, UNOXPEWBONKE and Tn PAva Tou TNV

AppodiTn va kouBaAnoel vepd and Tn Z1uya.
Ekei ntav pia and mig TpeIg NUAEG Tou AdN...
Anod Ta vepd Tng BPNKe Tnv £6000 and Tov
Adn oTov Mdavw Kéopo o HpakAng otav eixe
kaTéReL yia va mdoel Tov KEpRepo. Ekei o
Oduoco€ag nepipeve 10 vekpd PdAvtn Telpeoia
yla va kaBodnyncel Tnv. nopegia Tou. Katd Tov
Mauoavia o Méyac ANéEavdpog
OnANTNPIdoTNKE and 1o 2T0yIo “Yowp, apou
TO ANIE, EVW Ol aAdEPPEG TOU, AOUCTNKAV. UE
auté 1o vePO Kal €yivav aBdvareg. O
[MAoUTapxog eniong ava®epel wg Wia and Tig
Opuloupeveg aitieg BavdTou Tou M.
ANeEAVOpOU TNV Ndon and autd To VEPO.

Horrible punishments also waited the mortals
should the violate their oath in the waters of
Styx. Homer presents Ira to say “may my
witness be the earth and the wide sky that
lies over your heads and the Styx whose
waters flow from above into the earth”. It is
said that no living being would survive if they
drank from this water. The power and the
water temperature were such that the myth
says that all the glass, crystals or clay pots,
would brake once they were immersed in it.
Even the silver and gold and amber were
destroyed, and only the hooves of horses
with no petals remained intact. This is why
the Gods would drink this water using only
cups made from hooves of horses. The Styx
waters were linked to theological and
philosophical ideas, such as the Eleusinian
Mysteries and the Orphic beliefs of reincarna-
tion. The waters of Styx are gushing from a
sacred source. “One tenth of these waters
were destined for the oath of the Gods. The
rest surrounds the earth and then, pours into
the sea, forming whirlpools, and the water
that falls from the cliff is for the punishment
of the Gods”.

The myths, the legends but also the history
of the area impress the visitors and challenge
the historic researchers. Around the impres-
sive landscape of Styx waterfall a particular
peculiar mythology has emerged. The
ancients believed that at the site of Styga
waterfall was one of the three gates of
Hades, because of an opening that leads to a
cave. Pausanias described the waters of the
Styx fatal for humans and animals. The only
deity that could reach without fear in order to
convey messages from Zeus was lris, his
winged messenger. The color of the water
seems to be black, as it licks the rock while
falling from above. For the color it is said that
once upon a time goddess Dimitra, trying to
escape from Poseidon who reflected her
image in the waters of Styx. Appalled be how
ugly she was, she cursed the waters to
become black.

To these waters Sun swore to satisfy every
request of his son Phaethon, and as a result
he could never refuse him his chariot; the
young and careless Phaethon drove to his
own death... In the waters of Styx the Nereid
Thetis bathed her son Achilles in order to
turn him to immortal, holding him by his heel.
This heel that the waters never touched,
remained vulnerable and infamous as
“Achilles’ heel”. The Soul searching to find
her partner, Eros, was forced by his mother
Aphrodite to carry water from Styx waterfall.

From this waterfall Hercules found the exit
from Hades back to the Upper World when
he went.in'to Hades in order to catch
Cerberus, the three-headed dog.In this
place, Odysseus waited the necromant
Tiresias to guide him for his quests. Accord-
ing to Pausanias, Alexander the Great was
poisoned by this mythical water while his
sisters bathed in it and became immortals.
Plutarch also mentions the consumption of
Styx’s water, as one of the legendary causes
of Alexander’s the Great death.
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To 6pog XeApdg

O XeAuog, n Apodvia 6pn, UPMVETAI OTO
avaTtoAiKé TuApa Tou vouou Axaiag, Evw
eloxwpei kar otnv Kopiveia. To upéueTpd Tou
@TdvEl Ta 2.355 . kal aNOTEAE] TNV TPITh OE
Uyog opooelpd Tng MNeAonovvncou (UETE Tov
Talyeto kal Tnv KuAhvn). H opoaceipd
ovopaZérav Apodvia and Tnv apxaidéTnta,
€VW n ovopacia XeAuog eival cAaBIKAG
NPOEAEUCNG KAl GNUAIVEI XIOVIOUEVO BOUVO.
Ta Apodvia 6pn nepiBAAAovTal and Tnv
KuAM\fvn ota avatoAikd Kai To MNMavaxaiko
6pog oTa BUTIKG, EVW VOTIA CUVOPEUOUV LIE TO
Maivalo. Bépeia kataAriyouv atov KopivBia-
KO KOAMO. XTnV ANEPIOXN TOU 6POUG BpioKeTal
n Aipvn ToIBAoU, eV OTIG YNAEG KOPUPEG
(2.050 p.), BpiokeTal N ENoxikn aAmiKh Aiuvn
MaupoAigvn, NnayeTwdoug NPoEAEUON, N
pJovadikn aAnikn Aipvn Tng MeAonovvnoou.
Ano Tov XeAuo6 nnyddouv NoAAd uddriva
pelpara, ye onpavTikotepa 1o Boupaikd
notapo, Tov Kpden kai Tov Apodvio.
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To TnAgoKONIO
“ApioTapxog”

>1n OeUTEPN WNASTEPN KOPUPN Tou XEAUOU,
Tn Nepaiddpaxn, €ival EYKATECTNUEVO TO
MEYAAUTEPO TNAECKOMIO TwV BaAkaviwy, o
“ApicTapxog”. To TNAECKOMIO AVAKEI GTO
EBvikd Aotepookoneio ABnvayv Kal
gykavidoTnke 1o 2007.

BewpeiTal €va and Ta Mo Nponyueva
TEXVOAOYIKA TnAEokONIa TnG Eupwnng. ‘EXel
Tn duvaTOTNTA TNG YPNYOPNG EVAAAAYAG
OTOXEUONG, OE NOAU UIKPO XPOVIKO SidcThpua

Kal.n AgIToupyia Tou anaitei oKoTeIVO oupavo.

KataAutiké poAo yia Tnv emIAoyn TnG
TonoBeoiag enaie 10 yeyovog Nwg autn n
nepioxn €ival and TIG CKOTEIVOTEPEG NEPIOXEG
otnv EANAGSa kal Tnv. Eupwnn. ‘Exel ndpel 1o
6évopa Tou and Tov Apiotapxo Tov Xdauio (310
n.X. - nepinou 230 n.X.), ENAnva actpovouo
Kal uadnuaTikd Tng apxaiétntag. Eival o
NPWTOG KATAYEYPAUUEVOG AVOPWNOg O
0noiog NPOTEIVE NAIOKEVTPIKO UOVTEAO TOU
HAlakoU ZuoTtnuatog, 6€tovrag Tov ‘HAio kai
OxI Tn ['n, 0TO KEVTPO TOU YVWwoToU
>Uupnavtog. O1 15€€g Tou Nepi AGTpovoudiag
O€eV €ixav yivel apxikG anodEeKTEG Kal
BewpPnNBNKaV KATWTEPEG aNd EKEIVEG TOU
ApICTOTEAN Kal Tou ToAEpaiou, Ewg OTOU
avayevvnbnkav ENITUXwG Kal avantuxenkav
and Tov Konépviko nepinou 2000 xpovia
META.

«...I'n Kiveital yUpw armré tov HAIoO o€ KUKAIKN
TPOXId, TTOU OTO KEVTPO NG Bpiokerar o HAIog.
H o@aipa twv amAavwy aoTépwy, Tou
Bpiokerar aro id1o kévipo e Tov HAlo, givai
1000 LEYAAN, WOTE 0 KUKAOS yUpw arro Tov
orroio TTepIoTPEQETal N ['n amméxel amé Toug
amAQveic aoTEPES, OO0 QTTEXEI TO KEVTPO UIAS
oQaipag armrod TV EMPAVEIA THG...»
ApioTapxog o Zauiog (310 n.X. - ngpinou
230 n.X.)

Mount Chelmos

Mount Chelmos, or Aroania mountain range,
rises in the eastern part of the prefecture of
Achaia, and penetrates in Corinth. Its altitude
reaches 2,355 m. and is the third highest
mountain of the Peloponnese (after mounts
Taygetos and Kyllini). The mountain range is
called Aroania since ancient times, while
Chelmos name is of Slavic origin and means
Snowy Mountain.

The Aroania mountain range is surrounded
by mount Killini to the east and mount
Panachaiko in the west, while to the south it
borders with mount Mainalo. The North
boundary ends to the Corinthian Gulf. Lake i
Tsivlou is one the mountainous lakes of the
region, while in the high peaks of mount
Chelmos (2,050 m.), lies the glacial alpine
lake Mavrolimni, the only alpine lake of the
Peloponnese. The major rivers that spring
from mount Chelmos are Vouraikos, Krathis

and Aroanios rivers.
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“Aristarchos” telescope

On the second highest peak of mount
Chelmos, called “Neraidorachi’, is installed
the second larger telescope of Europe,
“Aristarchos”. The telescope belongs to the
National Observatory of Athens and it was
inaugurated in the summer of 2007.

It is considered one of the most technologi-
cally advanced telescopes in Europe. It has
the ability to quickly switch targets and its
operation requires a dark sky. The main
reason for selecting Neraidorachi for its
installation is that it is one of the darkest e )
areas in Greece and Europe.

The telescope is named after Aristarchus of

Samos (310 BC - about 230 BC), Greek

astronomer and mathematician of ancient

Greece. He is the first recorded person that

proposed the heliocentric model of the solar

system, placing the Sun, not the Earth, at the

center of the known universe. His theories

were not accepted at first and he was Y.
considered to be an inferior scientist
compared to Aristotle and Ptolemy. His
theories were regenerated and further
developed by Copernicus, nearly 2000 years
later.

g

“The earth revolves about the sun in the
circumference of a circle, the sun lying in the
middle of the orbit, and the sphere of the fixed
stars, situated about the same center as the
sun, is so great that the circular orbit of the
earth is as small as a point compared with that
sphere”.

Aristarchus of Samos (310 B.C. ¢ 230 BC.)



To @apdayyi Tou BoupaikoU

To 6vopa Tou papayylold PvnuoveUel Tn
BoUpa onuavtikn néAn TG apXxaidtnTag nou
NEWTOCTATNOE OTNV idpuon TNG AXATKNG
>upunoAiteiag. O pubog OUwg, BENEI TOV
HpakAn va 1paBd pia paxaipid ye to onabi
Tou oTh B€on «[6pTEG» KOBOVTAG oTa dUO TO
Bpdxo nou Tou EKAEIVE TO NEPAGHA YIA VA
®T1d0EI KA1’ AMouUG cTov EupuaBéa, kat’
AMoug oTnv ayannpévn Tou BoUpa tnv Kopn
Tng EANIKng mou ayanoudoe o HpakAng Kai
AvoIEE To NEpacpa yia va PTAcel KATw oTn
B6dAacca Kail va TN CUVAVINGEL.

2TIG OXO€G ToUu UNAPXEI ONNAAIO Nou, KaTd
TNV yuBoAoyia ATav pavteio, APIEPWUEVO
oTtov HpakAn. EKei oI IPOCKUVNTEG EPIXVAV
TOUG aoTpaydAoug kai didBalav Toug
XpNopoug otoug lNivakeg Tng MNvwong, 6nwg
Toug anokaAouoayv. ‘Evag dAog pubog
OUVOEETAI E TNV PAXN TWV OEWV JE TOUG
TiTdveg. 210 enIBANTIKO Gapdyy! Tou Boupaik
oU, Aéel 0 pUBog, cuvavindnkav Oegoi Kai
Titdveg yia va avapetrpnBouv. Meg oTov axd
TNG ap@ipponng PAXnG, EKEi Nou oI Ogoi
KivdUveuav va katatponwBouv, katepbaoce
BonB6g Toug n ZTUYQ, Nou OPICE Ta VEPA TNG
@oBePNG NNyNg Twv Apoaviwy, TOU CNUEPI-
vouU XeApou. Me 6nAo TIG BPOXEG KAl TIG
Katalyideg, n oTuyEPN KGN Tou Qkeavou
OUVETEAECE WGTE VA ANOKAIVEI N pdxn UNEP
TWV OE®V.
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O Boupaikoég notaudg Kai o
Od0ovTWTOG CIGNPOGOPOOG

To @apdyy! Tou Boupaikou Bpiokeral aTov
vouo Axdiag Kal anoTeAEi TOV QUGIKG XWPO
PONG TOU OUWVUROU NOTapoU Nou To dIacxi-
Ce1. 'Eva notdui nou nnyddel anod Tov Epuuav-
00, kovTd oT1o XWPIO INMPIGNIBOG, Kal EKBANAEI
oT10 Alako@Té. EKTOG and Tov notaud, 1o
@apayyi diaoxicel kar 0 OdovTwToG C1dNPO-
OpOoOG, YE apeTnpia To AlakoPTO Kal
TepuaTiopd Ta KahdBputa. Mia cidnpodpopi-
KA ypauun pe Tn Beapatikotepn diadpopun
Twv BaAkaviwv. e €va Ta&idl nou dlapkei pia
WpPAa, To TPEVAKI Tou OdoVTWTOU KAAUMTE! pIa
andoTtacn 22 XINOUETPWV. XTnV apXxaléTnTa o
notapog ovopalétav Epacivog. To évoud Tou
TO oQeilel oTn Boupa, Tnv K6pn TnG EAIKNG
Tnv onoia aydnnoe o HpakAng. O notapog
dlaoxicel To papdyyl NAAICI®PEVOG and NUKVN
BAdoTnon, anékpnuva Bpadxia, KaTapPAKTEG
Kal onnAiEG. O OdovVIWTOG CIBNPOSPONOG
€ival €pyo Tou Xapihaou Tpikounn. O oxedia-
OMOG TNG YPAUUNG EYIVE NG YAAAOUG
TEXVIKOUG. 2TO £pY0 aNAcxXoAnBnkav Kai
noAAoi ITaAoi epydTeg, nou gixav Tnv euneipia
TWV OPEIVAOV GIONPOOPONWY TWV ANMEWV.
Noyw 6uwG Tou ducnpoaITou E6GPOUG Kal
TWV NEVIXPWV TEXVIKWOV JECWV TNG EMOXNAG, TO
OAO eyxeipnua-anodeikvuoTay noAuU nio
duokoAo-an’ 6,TI apxikd unoAdyiZav ol
MEAETNTEG. To £pYO BEWPEITAI -QKOUN KAl JE
Ta ONUEPIVA OEDONEVA- KATAOKEUATOTIKOG
&OAog. 2116 10 Mapriou 1896 10 TPEVO
npaypaTonoince To NPWTO TOU OPOHOASYIO.
Ano 10 2003 péxpr 1o 2009 npayuaronoinen-
KE-PIJIKA QVAKATAOKEUN TNG YPAUMNG, TwV
YEQUPWYV, TV TOUVEA Kal €yIve napaAafn
KaIvoUpyIwv unepoUyXpovwy QUTOKIVNTAA-
Ewv.

O OdovTWTAG CI1dNPOOPOHOG AlaKonToU -
KaAaBputwv Kal n povadikn diadpopun Tou
pEaa ano 1o @apdyyl Tou Boupaikou
notapou anoteAouv €va and Ta wpaléTePa
PUOIKA agloBgara TNG XwpPag Pag.

XAPAKTNPICTIKA Tou "dovTIa"
photo: Vouraikos g

Vouraikos Gorge

The gorge is named after Voura an important
city of ancient times that played a great role
in the foundation of the Achaean League.
The myth, however, says that it was Hercules
that cut through the massive stones of the
gorge, at site “Portes”, using his sword in
order to unblock his passage. One version of
the myth says that Hercules wanted to reach
Eurystheus while another version claims that
Hercules cut through the mountain-in order
to reach his beloved Voura, daughter of Eliki,
who was waiting for him by the sea, at the
Corinthian gulf. In the riverbanks there is a
cave that according to mythology was an
oracle dedicated to Hercules.

There the pilgrims threw aphrodisiac stones
and read the oracles in the Tables of Knowl-
edge. Another myth'is linked to the battle of
Gods with the Titans. In the impressive
Vouraikos gorge,‘Gods and Titans met to
battle. During the fuss of the indecisive
battle, when the Gods were to be
vanquished, Styx arrived to their aid. Taking
control over the river, the rains and storms,
the fearful daughter of Oceanus turned the
battle in favor of the Gods.

orge, one of the parts of the railway line wh
a o T T L ey

Vouraikos river and the
Rack Railway

Vouraikos gorge and the homonymous river
are located in the prefecture of Achaia. The
river:springs from mount Erymanthos, near
the village Priolithos, and flows down to the
town of Diakofto. A scenic rack railway
passes through the gorge with daily routes
that start at Diakofto and end at Kalavryta. A
railway line with one of the most spectacular
routes of the Balkans. The trip lasts approxi-
mately one hour and the train coversa 22 km
distance.

In ancient times the river was called Erasi-
nos. Its current name derives from the myth
of Hercules and his beloved Voura. The river
runs through the gorge surrounded by dense
vegetation, cliffs, waterfalls and caves. The
rack railway was constructed in the time of
Charilaos Trikoupis. The line was designed
by French technicians. Many ltalian workers
were employed in the project because of
their experience with the mountain railways
of the Alps. Due to the inaccessible terrain
and the poor technical equipment at the
time, the whole project proved much harder
than what was originally anticipated. The
project is considered - even by today's
standards - a great achievement. On"March
10th, 1896 the train made its inaugural
journey. From 2003 to 2009, there was a
radical reconstruction of the line, the bridges,
the tunnels and also of the trains. The rack
railway of Diakopto - Kalavryta and the
unique route through the gorge.of'Vouraikos
River are one of the most prominent.and
unigue natural attractions of our country.

re the train uses its characteristic "teeth'.
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Ay. A\e&iou 35, KahdBputa, Axaia
35 Ag. Alexios Str, Kalavryta, Achaia
www.fdchelmos.gr
fdxb@otenet.gr
26920-29140
26920-29141
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